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WELCOME to the COMPOST HEAP. In this 
edition we give you the chance to win £15 
worth of vouchers to spend at the Trading 
Store. See page 7 for details. Before that, 
let’s look back at some store history. 

TRADING STORE ɀ A LOOK BACK 

 

This year's refurbishments are just the 
latest chapter in the life of the Trading 
Store. Here’s how the previous 
incarnation came in to being: "Widening 
the range of gardening requisites for sale 
to members was providing a steady 
income; the committee decided it was 
time to replace the draughty old shed off 
Green Lane which had served as the 
trading store since 1938. A prefabricated 
asbestos building, surplus to the 
requirements of the United States Air 
Force, would be a good investment. Funds 
were not sufficient, so on 1 November 
1963 the committee appealed to 
members and friends of the Association 
for voluntary loans or even donations. 
Within months, 137 people had 
responded, jumble sales and other fund 
raising events had been organized, and 
solid concrete foundations were laid on 
plots 53 and 54 of the Norton site, on a 
base of burnt sand and furnace bricks 
supplied free by the K & L Steelworks. By 

1965 "the American Hut" was in 
business."[1] I think those foundations can 
still be seen inside the current store. 

The next chapter took place in 1978 and 
goes like this: "Letchworth Garden City 
Corporation pitched in with a grant and 
an interest-free loan for the construction 
of an even bigger and better trading 
centre. Secure and draught-proof in 
concrete, it was built around the Dutch 
barn-type structure that had helped to 
hold together the ‘American Hut’ through 
more than a dozen winters.” 

 “On a bright 
winter morning, 
Corporation 
chairman Sidney 
Melman 
officially opened 
the large new 
store, and about 
a hundred of the 
Association's 
members joined 
him for a glass of 
sherry."[2]  

Pretty much the final piece in the jigsaw 
came in 1992 as part of the Kristiansand 
Way development: "...the trading store 
was given a new tarmac and concrete 
access from Flint Road, more parking 
space and a locked gate to the site."[3] 

Let’s hope for a bright winter's morning 
on 28th January when we officially re-
open our newly refurbished store with 
our 2018 ‘Potato Day’. I can’t promise any 
sherry but there will be leek and potato 
soup to keep you warm. 
[1][2][3] Extracts from ‘DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎΩ /ƛǘȅΩ by Kenneth Johnson 
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MORE FROM THE STORE 

Before the Trading Store closed for the 
season I spoke to John Brookbanks, the 
Deputy Trading Secretary. 

Ed. - Tell us about the year just gone. 

JB - Firstly, thank you to all the members 
who have come along and supported the 
Trading Store this year and for their 
patience during the refurbishments. 
Thanks also to every member of the team 
of helpers. They give their time freely and 
cheerfully, even when it is cold and 
draughty! You will always receive a warm 
welcome and some friendly banter when 
you visit us. Their efforts have helped to 
make it a successful year of trading. 

Ed. - What about next year then? 

JB - We intend to move forward with even 
more determination, despite some strong 
headwinds. We now have all the branding 

and display stands 
in place for Kings 
Seeds ready for the 
new stock next 
season. The variety 
of seeds available is 
increasing from 
around 80 this year 
up to over 120 in 
2018. Besides this 

we are adding Organic Farm Yard Manure 
to our range, along with soft ties, fillis 
string, fat balls and sunflower hearts. We 
are constantly looking for new products at 
competitive prices and welcome all your 
suggestions. 

Ed. - I've heard that wholesale prices are 
on the increase at the moment. Is that 
true? 

JB - Regrettably we have been informed 
by our wholesalers that the majority of 
their suppliers are increasing their prices. 
The reasons being given are: 

¶ Due to a wet summer in Ireland, 
there has been a bad peat harvest. 

¶ One of the major market leaders is 
based in Eire which is in the euro 
zone. Their products have been hit 
by the fall in the exchange rate. 

¶ Suppliers based in the UK are 
offering the same reasons, although 
not quite so severe. 

 

Ed. - Does this mean higher prices at the 
Trading Store? 

JB - I can assure members that a lot of 
work has been going on behind the 
scenes to try to mitigate these increases. 
Many hours of discussions have been held 
with 4 or 5 wholesalers to achieve the 
best possible prices without reducing 
quality. We feel that we have achieved 
the best results possible. But inevitably 
there will have to be some modest 
increases.  

Ed. – Last one, visiting the Trading Store 
can be thirsty work, any thoughts? 

JB - Tea and coffee will be available in the 
store next year for members to enjoy. All 
we ask for is a small voluntary donation, 
which will go towards covering costs. 

If you would like to be a volunteer helper, 
have a word with John up at the store. 

Don’t forget, although you've had your 
Trading List with this Compost Heap, you 
will still need to renew your membership 
before you can take advantage of our 
great prices. See page 5 for details. 
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COMING SOON 

Wednesday 3rd January 

Tapps is closed for the New Year so no 
Coffee Morning this month. 

Thursday 18th January at 7:00pm 

Our second ‘Sausage Sizzle Social' 

Tickets are still available at £5 per person. 
Contact Myra if you would like one.  

Sunday 28th January at 9:00am 

Trading Store opens for the season. 

We start the year with 
our ‘Potato Day’ when 
there will be 10% 
discount on all seed 
potatoes. There will 
also be advice on 
which varieties to 
choose and how to 
grow them, plus free 

leek and potato soup to warm you up. 

Wednesday 7th February at 10:00am 

Coffee Morning at Tapps Garden Centre 

Thursday 15th February at 7:45pm 

AGM followed by an insight into the work 
of ‘Growing People’ the Letchworth-
based mental health charity. 

Wednesday 7th March at 10:00am 

Coffee Morning at Tapps Garden Centre 

Thursday 15th March at 7:45pm 

LDGA Questions and Answers with an 
invited panel. Tickets are £5 each with 
proceeds going to charity. 

For more information or to book SSS 
tickets, please contact Myra, our 
Meetings Organiser, on 01462 621961 or 
email meetings@ldga.org.uk 

COACH OUTINGS 

Saturday 9th June 

West Dean Gardens, near Chichester 

Tuesday 4th September 

RHS Wisley Flower Show 

 

More information nearer the time. 

PRODUCE SHOWS 

The show dates and photography themes 
for 2018 are as follows: 

Summer Show: Sat 14th July 

¶ Poppies 

¶ A garden pond 

¶ The colour white 

Autumn Show: Sat 8th September 

¶ An aircraft 

¶ Our Summer Show 

¶ The front aspect of a stately home 

 

mailto:meetings@ldga.org.uk
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PROBLEMATIC PESTS 

 

The mention of leek and potato soup 
earlier reminds me that it's not been a 
good year for leeks around the district. 
The problem: Allium leaf miner. This pest 
can infest any of the plants from the 
allium family but it's mainly leeks that 
seem to be affected this autumn.   

What is it?  - The adult 
allium leaf miner is a 
3mm (1/8") long dark 
coloured fly with yellow 
face. First generation 

females lay eggs into the plant tissue 
during March and April. The eggs hatch 

into white, headless and 
legless larvae that bore 
into the plant creating 
tunnels as they feed and 
grow. The larvae then 

turn into cylindrical brown pupae about 
the size of a grain of rice. The second 

generation flies emerge 
in October and 
November and the 
process repeats itself; 
this is usually when they 

are at their most damaging. 

What are the symptoms? - The main 
thing that you will notice is that your 
plants will develop curly, wavy or 
distorted leaves caused by secondary 
fungal and bacterial infections and rot. 
Earlier signs, now you know to be on the 
lookout, are lines of white dots on the 
foliage caused by the female flies making 
punctures in the leaves. 

Where did it come from? - Originating 
in Central and Eastern Europe the 
problem gradually spread outwards until 
it was first detected in Britain in the early 
2000s in the Midlands. Since then it has 
spread to much of the rest of the country. 
There are also some recent reports of it in 
America. 

Can I control it? - There are no chemical 
pesticides available to home and 
allotment growers for this problem. The 
best solution is to cover your plants at 
vulnerable times ie. March to April and 
October to November with horticultural 
fleece, or Ultra-Fine Enviromesh, and 
observe good crop rotation. 

What should I do about it? - Salvage 
what you can of your crop. Affected 
plants are not going to recover; parts that 
are unaffected are still OK if eaten or 
frozen straight away. The damaged crop is 
probably best put out for your local green 
waste collection service to take away, 
otherwise bury it deeply or burn it. Some 
say, particularly with leeks, cut off at 
ground level and allow to regrow. The 
problem here is they may already be 
infected below ground level. 

Don't panic - I don't think we need to go 
panic buying or stockpiling leeks as it 
would appear the commercial crops are 
not affected, probably because of 
spraying for other pests. 

 

Survey - Garden Organic is conducting a 
survey about the prevalence of the ALM. 
If you would like to take part, visit 
https://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/news/
take-part-our-allium-leaf-miner-survey 
The deadline for submission is 31 January. 

https://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/news/take-part-our-allium-leaf-miner-survey
https://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/news/take-part-our-allium-leaf-miner-survey
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RECIPE ɀ ROASTED SPROUTS 

It can hardly be called a 
recipe really but if you are 
growing brussel sprouts 
this year and are fed up 
with boiling them all the 
time, why not try roasting 
for a change. 

Ingredients 

500g Brussel sprouts 

3 tablespoons olive oil 

1 teaspoon salt  

½ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

Method 

Pre-heat the oven to 200°C/400°F/Gas 6. 

Take the sprouts, trim ends, remove 
yellow leaves and cut in half long ways. 

Place in a bowl with olive oil, salt and 
pepper and toss until fully coated. 
Transfer to a baking tray. 

Place on a high shelf and roast for 30 to 
45 minutes or until nicely browned on the 
outside and tender on the inside. Shake 
the tray occasionally to ensure they are 
done evenly. 

Serve immediately. This should be enough 
for 6 people. 

If you are feeling really adventurous you 
could add a couple of rashers of finely 
chopped bacon or a sprinkling of dried 
herbs such as rosemary, sage or oregano. 

 

MONTHLY UPDATES 

If you have given us your email address 
then, around the second Thursday of each 
month, you should be receiving our 
monthly update about everything that’s 
happening in LDGA. If you are not getting 
them please check spam or junk folders 
and add our mailing address 
membershipsecretary@ldga.org.uk  to 
your address book. If you still don't get 
them let us know your correct email and 
we'll try to see where the problem is. 
Don't forget: always allow the images to 
be displayed as we are now including a lot 
more photos to illustrate the news. If we 
don't have your email address but you 
would like the updates, just include it on 
the membership renewal form and we 
will add you to the distribution list. 

The same thing applies to the electronic 
distribution of this, our Compost Heap 
newsletter, which should arrive with you 
around the end of March, June, 
September and December. Please take 
the trouble to click the links that will take 
you to that quarter's edition. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

It’s that time of year again, membership 
renewals are due. It’s only £5 per 
household, so please re-join and take 
advantage of all the benefits that LDGA 
has to offer; the savings that can be made 
at our Trading Store alone make it worth 
doing. It couldn’t be easier: fill out the 
orange renewal form delivered with this 
Compost Heap and return it to us with 
your £5. Do this by post or in person at 
coffee mornings, monthly meetings or at 
the Trading Store when it reopens. If you 
prefer electronic transfer, please contact 
Jo Schurch on 01462 674195 or email 
membership@ldga.org.uk for details. 

mailto:membership@ldga.org.uk
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HORTICULTURAL HISTORIES 

Wellington Boots – Now that conditions 
underfoot are wet and muddy again we 
are all pulling on our Wellington boots. 
This type of boot gets its name from 
Arthur Wellesley the 1st Duke of 
Wellington. In the early c19 the duke 

asked his shoemaker, 
Hoby of St. James's 
Street, London, to 
make a simplified 
version of the c18 
Hessian boot, which 
was favoured at the 
time. The new calfskin 
leather boot was cut 
to fit more closely 

around the leg and was treated with wax 
to make it more waterproof. Anyone who 
was anyone wanted to be like Wellington 
and the new boots remained a popular 
fashion accessory for gentlemen right up 
to the mid c19. 

It was at about this time that Charles 
Goodyear completed the development of 
rubber vulcanisation and started making 
tyres. Other American industrialists 
decided a fully waterproof version of the 

popular Wellington 
would be a good way 
to go. In 1852 Hiriam 
Hutchinson founded in 
France what was to 
become the Aigle 
(Eagle) Wellington Boot 
Company. It soon 
became well 
established and sales 

to the large rural population exploded. By 
1857 the company was hand making 
14000 pairs of boots per day. Aigle is a 
quality brand that is still around today. 
Meanwhile, in 1856 Henry Lee Norris set 
up the Edinburgh-based North British 
Rubber Company, later called Hunter 

Boot Ltd, to manufacture Britain’s first 
rubber Wellington or ‘gum’ boots. Hunter 
is also a quality brand that continues to 
this day. 

The peak of Wellington production came 
during WWI when millions of pairs were 
manufactured for 
ordinary soldiers on 
both sides in an 
attempt to prevent 
trench foot. After the 
war, soldiers brought 
their boots home and 
introduced them to 
farms, gardens and 
allotments all over the 
country. Production was again stepped up 
in 1939 after the outbreak of WWII. The 
iconic green Wellington boots that are so 
synonymous with the upper classes of 
British country life were introduced by 
Hunter Boot Ltd in 1955. 

Nowadays wellies are 
worn by everyone, 
coming in a 
multitude of colours 
and patterns as 
illustrated here by 
this rainbow pair. 

As with the watering can in the summer 
edition, items are not always put to the 
use that was originally intended, wellies 
too can find themselves being re-used as 
planters. 
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TOOL SHED WORD SEARCH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Á FORK Á SAW Á SHOVEL 
Á HOE Á SCISSORS Á SHREDDER 
Á HOSEPIPE Á SECATEURS Á SPADE 
Á LOPPERS; Á SIEVE Á STRIMMER 
Á RAKE Á SHEARS Á STRING 

Find these tool shed items hidden in the 
grid: they can be backwards, forwards, 
up, down or diagonal. 

JOBS FOR WINTER (courtesy of the RHS). 

January 
o Inspect stored dahlia, begonia and 

canna tubers for rot or drying out 
o Keep putting out food and water for 

hungry birds 

February 
o Divide bulbs such as snowdrops and 

plant those that need planting 'in the 
green' 

o Prune hardy evergreen hedges and 
renovate overgrown deciduous 
hedges such as beech 

March 
o Cut back dogwood and willow grown 

for colourful winter stems 
o Later in the month plant shallots, 

onion sets and early potatoes 

COMPETITION TIME 

How well do you know the Trading Store? 

 
 

£15 worth of Trading Store vouchers 
could be yours if you can answer the 
following questions about the store. 

1 When does the store reopen in 2018? 

  

2 Who is our new seed supplier? 

  

3 How many tomato varieties do we stock? 

  

4 Can we accept card payments? 

  

5 Name an early potato variety we stock. 

  

6 Is tea or coffee available for members? 

  

7 How much does farmyard manure cost? 

  

8 How much bird seed do you get for £1? 

  

See reverse for details of how to enter 
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WEATHER WATCH 

Let’s have a look at what the Met Office 
said about the weather during the 
meteorological autumn. The season was 
generally mild and dry with mid-October 
being particularly warm, this of course 
was when we had dust in the atmosphere 
and an orange sun. So for the country as a 
whole this autumn has been equal eighth 
warmest since records started in 1910. In 
the Letchworth area rainfall was between 
70 and 90% of what would normally be 
expected, temperature was within ±0.5°C 
and sunshine was within ±5% 
 

Competition rules and how to enter 

To enter this free competition simply cut 
out this form, answer the questions on 
the other side and add your name and 
membership no. below. Hand it in to us 
at the Sausage Sizzle Social, the February 
coffee morning or the Trading Store 
when it reopens. Or, why not include it 
with your membership renewal? 

Open to current members only and only 
one entry per membership please. 

All entries must be received by 12:30pm 
on Sunday 11th February. 

The winner will be the entry with the 
most correct answers. In the event of a 
tie, lots will be drawn at the AGM on 
15th February to determine who receives 
the Trading Store vouchers. 

The winner will be notified directly. 

The organisers of this competition are 
not eligible to enter. All decisions made 
by LDGA are final and no correspondence 
will be entered into. 

Name 
 

 

Membership number  
 

AND FINALLY 

The committee would like to thank our 
Trading Store helpers, delivery ‘posties’ 
and everyone who has helped out at 
meetings, shows and other events during 
2017. We would also like to thank all our 
members for their support during the 
year; we wish you a Merry Christmas and 
look forward to seeing you again in 2018. 

 

 

  

  

 

Maureen Hersee (Chair)  
chairman@ldga.org.uk  

Jo Tofts (Secretary) 
secretary@ldga.org.uk 

Paul Heydon (Shows) 
shows@ldga.org.uk 

Myra Smith (Meetings) 
meetings@ldga.org.uk 

Peter Faulkner (Trading) 
trading@ldga.org.uk  

Jo Schurch (Membership)  
membership@ldga.org.uk  

Andrew Dear (Compost Heap)  
editor@ldga.org.uk  
 
We are always eager to hear from 
our readers and Association 
members. Please write to: 
editor@ldga.org.uk  

For all LDGA information, including 
events, store opening times and 
much more, visit our website: 
www.ldga.org.uk  
 

Affiliated to the: 
BFS, NDS, NSPS, NVS, RHS 
 
Promoting horticulture since 1906 

C
ontact us 

mailto:editor@ldga.org.uk
http://www.ldga.org.uk/

