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SOWING THE SEEDS 

The start of the year is the time when seed 
suppliers vie for our attention with their 
glossy catalogues. The first example of a 

catalogue dates from 
over 400 years ago 
and was produced in 
limited numbers by a 
Dutch merchant for 
his wealthy clients. It 
included beautiful 
engravings of plant 
species from all over 
the world. 

The word catalogue derives ultimately 
from the Greek katalogos which means 
'downwards and select for oneself’, ie 
choose by reading down from the top, like 
a menu or list. By the early 1800s, mass 
market seed catalogues were just that, 
lists, with variety and price but not much 
more. As time went on, they started to 
include illustrations and more information 

such as planting 
advice and 
testimonials – 
something we 
are more used to 
these days with 
online reviews 
and ratings.  

With the advent 
of colour printing 
c1900 catalogues 

became more extravagant. Artists were 
commissioned to provide elaborate 
illustrations, some of which became 
valuable art works in their own right. By 

the 1950s colour photography had taken 
over and the information they now 
contained could rival any gardening book. 

Old catalogues can be quite valuable. Here 
is one from Biggleswade seed merchant 
Fredk. Gee which is priced at £55 on one 
well known auction site. 

 

Listing more than just seeds it dates from 
1889 and contains varieties such as “All the 
Year Round” lettuce that we still grow 
today. As well as the facts and figures 
there is some lovely prose, including the 
footer of one page which reads: “If you 
have no use for this Catalogue, I shall 
esteem it a favour if you will kindly hand it 
to some friend to whom it may be of 
interest.” Something, of course, gardeners 
still do today. 
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KINGS SEEDS 

At LDGA our preferred seed supplier is 
Kings Seeds, they have also been around a 
while. The King family first started growing 
seeds in Essex in the 1790s but it wasn’t 
until 1888 that 18 year old Ernest William 
King founded E.W.King & Co on 3 acres of 
land in Coggeshall. 

As early as 1896 the purity of his seeds was 
being recognised all over the world. By 
1905 he was being referred to in the trade 

as “The Sweet Pea 
King” with much 
of that year’s 
catalogue - over 
100 varieties - 
being devoted to 
his favourite 
flower the Sweet 
Pea. It is said that 
Ernest King always 
wore a buttonhole 

of sweet peas, no matter the time of the 
year. 

By 1918 E.W.King had expanded to 1,500 
acres and were the world's largest 
wholesale supplier of seeds. Crops 
included ‘pedigree’ mangels, runner 
beans, peas, swede, and flowers such as 
candytuft and nasturtium. 

In 1920 the firm became a limited 
company. During that decade clever 
naming of his sweet pea varieties ensured 
much free publicity, with names such as 
‘Jack Hobbs’ (the cricketer) and ‘Nippy’ 
(the Lyons Corner House waitresses).  

This is how the 
Scotsman newspaper 
reported on the 
National Sweet Pea 
Society's exhibition 
of 1927. "A new 
variety which 

attracted much attention was a pink and 

white 'frilled' flower named after the 
famous cricketer Jack Hobbs, who had 
doubtless never imagined it possible that 
stumps, cricket bat and ball could be so 
effectively reproduced in massed sweet 
peas!" Hobbs himself is said to have turned 
up to see this eye-catching display. 

Before Ernest King’s untimely death in 
1930, he stated that: “One of the secrets 
of the progressiveness of the firm is in the 
purity of the stocks. Every possible care as 
regards rogueing is most rigorously 
attended to by the firm’s own experts”. 

Quality of the highest standard is still the 
bedrock of the modern-day Kings Seeds 
which now operates a farm of some 300 
acres; according to their website they are 
in the unique position of being the last 
surviving wholesale horticultural seed 
merchant in the country. 

LDGA MEMBERS’ GARDEN 

Some of Kings’ sweet peas were grown on 
the members’ garden this year. Here is a 
view of it in late summer. 

 

This was despite damage caused by an 
unscrupulous driver (note the tyre mark). 

 

A 

B 
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MEETINGS AND OUTINGS 

Myra is putting together a full programme 
for us in 2022: plenty of outings and 
another celebrity speaker. 

Due to uncertainties concerning the Covid 
situation we have decided not to book a 
speaker or venue in January. 

We expect to restart evening meetings 
with the AGM which will be held on 17th 
February at our new regular evening 
venue: Letchworth Golf Club, Letchworth 
Lane, Letchworth SG6 3NQ.  

Here’s what’s coming soon; for the full 
year’s programme see your new Trading 
List or visit our website www.ldga.org.uk 

Coming Soon 

Wednesday 5th January at 10:00am 

Coffee Morning at Letchworth Sports and 
Tennis Club. 

This is our venue until at least April, find it 
at Muddy Lane, Letchworth SG6 3TB.  

Thursday 20th January 

No meeting. 

Sunday 30th January at 9:00am 

Trading Store opens for the 2022 season. 

We start the year with our ‘Potato Day’ 
when there will be 10% discount on all 
seed potatoes and the first chance of the 
year to renew your membership in person. 

Wednesday 2nd February at 10:00am 

Coffee Morning at Letchworth Tennis Club 

Thursday 17th February at 7:30pm 

AGM followed by a members’ social at 
Letchworth Golf Club. 

Wednesday 2nd March at 10:00am 

Coffee Morning at Letchworth Tennis Club 

Thursday 17th March at 7:30pm 

A talk by Roy Nunn about ‘Clematis’ at 
Letchworth Golf Club. 

Further ahead 

Thursday 23rd June at 7:30pm 

‘100 plants that 
almost changed the 
world’. A charity 
event with Chris 
Beardshaw in aid of 
Garden House 
Hospice Care. 

Chris is a garden designer, writer, lecturer 
and well-liked TV and radio broadcaster. 
Tickets will be on sale from 1st April priced 
at £15 each. 

This evening will now be held at the 
Central Methodist Church, Letchworth, 
not the Spirella Ballroom as previously 
planned. 

For more information please contact 
Myra, our Meetings Organiser, on 01462 
621961 or email meetings@ldga.org.uk 

Outings 

Myra has planned two outings so far, with 
two more in the pipeline. 

Saturday 16th April 

Destination to be decided. 

Thursday 19th May 

By coach to Barnsdale Gardens, Oakham. 

Thursday 14th July 

Destination to be decided. 

Saturday 17th September 

By coach to RHS Wisley. 

More information will be given, and 
bookings taken, nearer the time. 

http://www.ldga.org.uk/
mailto:meetings@ldga.org.uk


 4  

 

TRADING STORE – ROUND-UP 

The Trading Store closed on Sunday 31st 
October at the end of what has been our 
best ever trading year. It wasn’t all plain 
sailing though, as Trading Secretary John 
Brookbanks reports: 

“Firstly, I would like to thank all the 
members who have supported us through 
what has been the most challenging of 
times. Also, from my personal point of 
view, a massive thank you to all the 
volunteers who have selflessly given their 
time to keep the store running smoothly.” 

“At the start of the year we really didn’t 
know when or if we would be reopening. 
But thankfully we were able to start on 
time, firstly with a click and collect service 
then straight afterwards with normal 
opening, albeit with limited numbers and 
safety measures in place.” 

“The year ended up being our best trading 
year ever! Seed 
potatoes and onion 
sets sold very well. 
We did introduce 
some new products 
to the store, and 
they all sold well. A 
standout new item 
was SylvaGrow 
Peat Free Compost, 
which we managed 

to restock on two occasions despite much 
publicised supply chain problems.” 

“I must apologise to members who came 
to the store near the end of the season 
expecting to be able to pay by credit/debit 
card. We had a problem with our card 
reader provider which has now been 
resolved and card payments will again be 
the preferred method of payment.” 

“As for the coming new trading year. It has 
been an extremely challenging, time 
consuming and at times frustrating task 

sourcing replacement stock let alone the 
transport to deliver it! But with the 
goodwill and help of our long-established 
wholesalers, we look as though we have 
secured the vast majority of stock we 
need. That said, we are constantly looking 
for suppliers with new products at 
competitive prices and welcome all your 
suggestions.” 

“We have made some subtle changes to 
stocked items including 
the addition of 2m wide 
Bird Netting on the roll. 
This will sell for £1.40/m. 
Early seed potatoes 
Arran Pilot, Foremost, 
International Kidney and 
Lady Crystal were no 
longer available. They have been replaced 
by Casablanca.” 

“Regretfully though, virtually every item 
has increased in price. Increases [from the 
wholesalers] range from 4% up to 60%, the 
vast majority being around 12% to 15%. 
We managed to mitigate some of these 
increased costs by restocking before the 
2021 trading year ended.” 

“Providing that the Covid 19 situation stays 
stable, and the government does not 
impose any further 
restrictions, we plan to 
reopen the store for the 
2022 season on Sunday, 
January 30th at 9:00am. 
You will be able to renew 
your membership and 
get the usual opening 
day 10% discount on all seed potatoes. We 
look forward to seeing you all then.”  

A big thank you to John B and Peter 
Hollingsworth for their continued 
dedication to the store. It is much 
appreciated. If you would like to become a 
volunteer helper, have a word with John at 
the store or email trading@ldga.org.uk 

mailto:trading@ldga.org.uk
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PRODUCE SHOWS 

Once again, things have been quiet for 
Show Secretary Paul Heydon. For the 
second year running we weren’t able to 
stage either of our shows. Although 
restrictions in England had been lifted by 
the end of July, we decided to follow the 
precedent set by many other shows in the 
area and cancelled our Autumn Show 
scheduled for 11th September. 

This year we are planning for the shows to 
be on the same weekends, the dates being 
9th July and 10th September. We are going 
to rest the ‘challenge’ classes, so no 
fuchsia, chilli or mystery seed challenges 
this year. The Tapps Trophy will instead be 
awarded to the best fruit exhibit at the 
Autumn Show.  

New for the Summer Show we have 
included a Bottle of Liqueur in the home-
made drinks section. This can include gin 
flavoured with botanicals such as Sloe Gin 
or the vodka based Limoncello. We have 
also added an Item of Jewellery class to the 
Handicraft section. For the Autumn Show, 
as well as the Bottle of Liqueur again, we 
have introduced a class for Grasses & Seed 
Heads plus one for the novice dahlia 
grower. 

Finally, here is a quick reminder of the 
photography themes for 2022: 

Summer Show: Sat 9th July 

•  Fruit, A church, & Shades of pink 

Autumn Show: Sat 10th September 

•  A river, Summer, & A market stall 

 

If you would like more information about 
our shows, please contact Paul on 01438 
727422, email shows@ldga.org.uk or see 
your 2022 Show Schedule. 

WEATHER WATCH 

Looking all the way back to spring: April 
was cooler, drier, and sunnier than 
average with frosts almost every night. 
May was also cooler but in contrast was 
wetter and duller than average. All this 
made for a difficult start to the growing 
season compared to the prolonged warm 
and sunny locked down spring of 2020. 

Summer was warmer, drier, and duller 
than average although the SE of England 
was much wetter than normal. There were 
no real scorching temperatures like those 
seen in the previous two years. 

Autumn was mild until the very end of 
November when we had a few days when 
temperatures were only just above 
freezing. This provided a useful extension 
to the growing season. 

mailto:shows@ldga.org.uk
http://ldga.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/LDGAShowSchedule2022.pdf
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TOWN CENTRE GARDENERS 

Here is an update on this community 
project from organiser Sue Lines. 

“Back in the Spring a group of local 
gardeners volunteered to take over the 
seven big planters in Eastcheap, 
Letchworth.  Their contents looked dead 
or dying but with donations of compost 
from the LDGA Trading Store, perennial 
‘centre pieces’ from Bickerdikes and some 
spring bedding from Morrison’s, they were 
soon brought back to life.” 

 

“We had many compliments and 
conversations with passers-by and as the 
year has progressed, we learnt that the 
different conditions of the seven planters 
affects the success of the plants 
enormously.  Some get more wind; others, 
more shade and those up by the traffic 
lights are exposed to all the elements all 
the time!  We have also learnt about the 
plants, for instance tiny Violas are prone to 
mildew whereas the 
fat faced Pansies are 
stronger and a 
better size for the 
planters. We don't 
remove plants until 
they look weary and 
we’ve something to 
replace them with, which now is 
Hellebores and bulbs ready for the spring” 

Also under the stewardship of the Town 
Centre Gardeners is an area of so-called 
Prairie Planting just outside the Broadway 
Cinema. Sue continues: 

“Well before the pandemic, this Prairie 
Planting was started in several beds. Sadly, 
the only key requirement for Prairie 
Planting is that it should be tidied up in 
mid-winter, so we are now faced by two 
years’ worth of brambles, couch grass and 
collapsed stands of plants. We have been 
using our own potted-up Verbenas, 
Phlomis, and Michaelmas Daisies to bring 
the beds back into good condition.” 

“Over the year we have lost one or two 
volunteers, so we are looking for more 
gardeners willing to join us.  We meet on 
Monday mornings from 10-11am then visit 
a local café for a coffee and a chat. LDGA 
members might also like to contribute 
some of their seedlings at different times 
of the year, this would help to create more 
of a community feeling.” 

 

If you are looking for new things to do in 
the New Year and would like to get 
involved with this project, email 
help@ldga.org.uk and we will put you in 
touch. To find out more about Prairie 
Planting, look up Piet Oudolf, he is the 
Dutch father of this style of gardening. 

GREEN CARE AT NORTON 

It’s been a year since we last told you 
about the progress of Green Care at 
Norton, the social and therapeutic 
horticulture project based at Norton 
Allotments. At that time preparations 
were being made for construction of safe 
accessible pathways. These, as you can 
see, are now complete. 

Town Centre Gardeners in action 

file:///C:/Users/andre/Documents/help@ldga.org.uk
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Since then, project leader Ray Wilson has 
been expanding his horizons. He has been 
allowed to take over the disused allotment 
plot at The Crescent in Letchworth which 
was very overgrown. 

 

This new plot has started to take shape 
with its new sheds and greenhouse. It is a 
valuable addition to the plots at Norton 
and will be used to grow vegetables and 
flowers for sale to support their work. 

More recently an opportunity to establish 
a market garden at Standalone Farm has 
come up. This will be used to supply a 
proposed new farm shop and takes the 
project to a new level by providing a 
regular income to fund all the work done 
with vulnerable adults. 

If you can spare an hour or two to help 
with any aspects of the project, then email 
Ray at greencareatnorton@gmail.com or 
contact him via their brand-new website at 
www.greencareatnorton.org 

COMPETITION TIME 

Find the hidden seed supplier. 

 

 

 

 

£15 worth of Trading Store vouchers 
could be yours if you can find all the 
listed words hidden in the grid: they can 
be forwards, backwards, up, down or 
diagonal. And, I’ve started you off. 

 S S S R E T R A C S F F 

 T N M O R G A N D R N C 

 U W O A R E E E A D O U 

 C O U S R E E N D O S T 

 K R N L N S C I N B P H 

 E B W L S H H H A I M B 

 R T I G I B O A O E O E 

 S D N G T R B J L S H R 

 S I S B U R P E E L T T 

 K S N O T T U S W M S S 

 CUTHBERTS    DT BROWNS   FRANCHI   BURPEE 

 KINGS SEEDS     CARTERS     SUTTONS     WEBBS 

 MARSHALLS    JOHNSONS     TUCKERS    DOBIES 

 THOMPSON AND MORGAN      UNWINS    GEES 

 When you have got them all, rearrange 
the unused letters to make another seed 
supplier and write it in the box. 
 

 

 
 

See reverse for details of how to enter 

mailto:greencareatnorton@gmail.com
http://www.greencareatnorton.org/
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COMMITTEE NEWS 

In October Brian Bylett was co-opted onto 
Committee in the role of Assistant 
Treasurer. He will take over from Carol 
Russell as Treasurer when she steps down 
at the next AGM.  
As ever, we need more help with running 
the Association, in particular we are 
looking for help with the Trading Store, 
Meetings & Outings and Membership. If 
you or anyone you know would like to 
have a go at these roles, please email 
chairman@ldga.org.uk for more info. Full 
training and support will be given. 
 

Competition rules & how to enter 

To enter this free competition simply 
cut out this form, find the words in the 
grid, solve the anagram, and add your 
name and membership no. below. Hand 
it in to us at one of the coffee mornings, 
or at the Trading Store when it reopens. 
You could also email the answer to 
competition@ldga.org.uk or include it 
with your membership renewal. 

Open to current members only and only 
one entry per membership please. 

All entries must be received by 12:30pm 
on Sunday 13th February. 

The winner of the Trading Store 
vouchers will be the first correct entry 
drawn out of the bag at the AGM on 
17th February. 

The winner will be notified directly. 

The organisers of this competition are 
not eligible to enter. All decisions made 
by LDGA are final and no 
correspondence will be entered into. 

Name  
 

Membership number  
 

MEMBERSHIP 

It’s that time of year when membership 
renewals are due. It’s still £6 per 
household for the year, so please re-join 
and take advantage of all the benefits that 
LDGA has to offer; the savings that can be 
made at our Trading Store alone make it 
worth doing.  

It couldn’t be easier: fill out the renewal 
form and return it to us with your fee. We 
prefer you to do this in person if possible. 
Come and see us at coffee mornings, 
monthly meetings or at the Trading Store 
when it reopens. Otherwise, we accept 
bank transfers or payment by post, just 
follow the instructions on the form. If you 
are not renewing in person, please add 
75p to cover the cost of posting your new 
membership card or send an s.a.e. 

Andrew Dear (Chair)  
chairman@ldga.org.uk 

Diane Pohlman (Secretary) 
secretary@ldga.org.uk 

John Brookbanks (Trading) 
trading@ldga.org.uk 

Paul Heydon (Shows) 
shows@ldga.org.uk 

Andrew Dear (Compost Heap)  
editor@ldga.org.uk 

Myra Smith (Meetings & Outings) 
meetings@ldga.org.uk 
outings@ldga.org.uk 

We are always eager to hear from our 
readers & Association members. 
Please write to: editor@ldga.org.uk  

For all LDGA information, including 
events, store opening times and much 
more, visit: www.ldga.org.uk  

Promoting horticulture since 1906 

C
on

ta
ct 

mailto:chairman@ldga.org.uk
mailto:competition@ldga.org.uk
mailto:chairman@ldga.org.uk
mailto:secretary@ldga.org.uk
mailto:trading@ldga.org.uk
mailto:shows@ldga.org.uk
mailto:editor@ldga.org.uk
mailto:meetings@ldga.org.uk
mailto:outings@ldga.org.uk
mailto:editor@ldga.org.uk
http://www.ldga.org.uk/

